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I 


JOB XXXVIIL ver. iv. 


Where waſt thou, when I layd the foun- 
dations of the Earth ? > this if thou 
haſt underſtanding. 


HE occaſion why Almighty .God put this 
queſtion to Fob, was his going about to 
ſound the Depths of Providence, and to 

> fathom the DivineProceedings of his Ho- 
nour and Juſtice. After all the Diſputes between 
him and his Friends, and their ſentiments upon the 
matters God in the cloſe appears to him, to Vin- 
dicate his own Wiſdom, and to Convince him of 
his Ignorance. The way which his Almighty Wiſ- 
dom 1s pleas'd to take, isnot to Unravel that Que- 
ſtion he had been upon, but to propoſe to him 
ſuch further Difhiculties , which he himſelf could 
not deny; and ſo to confute his Ignorance, by ex- 
poſing the Weakneſs and Folly of it. In this 
Chapter therefore he ſets before lim the Great 
A Work 
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are the foundations thereof faftned? or who lai 
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Work of his Creation, with this deſign, to lethim 
foe, the His Wiſdom _ _ ( ho lie __ 
to his Underſtanding , and thatit is He alone, who 
1s able to comprehend the Laws and Nature of 
that World he had made. So wer. 5th, and 6h. 
Who hath laid the meaſures thereof, if thou knoweſt ? 
or who hath ſtretched the line upon it ? do 45,98 

the 
corner ſtone thereof ? that 1s, you plainly perceive 
my Power and Wiſdom in this great Suture, 
but you-cannot fee the Hand that guides, nor the 


Arm that s it. Where waff thou, when 1 
on 


laid the ons of the Earth? declare, if thou 
baſt underſtanding. In ſpeaking to which words, 
I ſhall do theſe hr things. 


Firjt, 1 ſhall ſkew the Weakneſs of any Attempt 
of this nature. 


Serondly, What Miſchief may be done to Reli- 
g10n by it. | 


Thirdly, T ſhall conſider the uſual Plea that is 
made for ſuch Attempts. 


Fourtbly, T thall make ſome RefleTtions upon 
the whale. 


I. Firſt, 1 ſhalſhew the Weakneſs of any Attempt 
of this nature. 


The 
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The gre and, I think, the moſt uſctul part 
of our Ky conlifts m finding out the true 
Bounds and Extent. of it: to found 1n what Depths 
ah bag we qpeangareemooanbig boa —— 
| For cre are a great many things, W 
Natures and Manners of adig are abaye ur 
Comprehenfion, is too. plain to be deny'd; and 
there needs no more to be ſaid upon that,in which 
Mankind are Now if this be true, one 
wou'd at firſt fight think, that the Wiſdom - and 
Power of God un the Creation, ſhou'd paſs all 
Underſtanding; and that an-Efſay upon ſuch 2 
Subjett as the World; wou'd be almoſt as vain, as 
to pretend to make one. In treating upon other 
things we ſometimes meet with Difficulties, which 
we cou'd not well foreſee, and which don't appears 
cill we are got a great way in: but in this we may 
view at the very Entrance the inacceſſible Height, 
and the firſt Step tells us, what Succeſs we ma 
a_ The way by which Men proceed in 10 
bold an Und ing, in ſhort is this: they are 
pleas'd to confine the Moſaic Hiſtory of the 
Creation to this Earth alone with it's Appurtenan- 
ces; and think, upon Mechanical Principles, to 
account for the Manner of it's Formation at 
firſt. But admitting the poſſibility of an Hypo- 
theſis ( which is the utmoſt it's Author can con- 
tend for ) the Inference from this muſt be, that 
the World was Created, and that Moſes gives a 
poſſible account of that Part: of it, unto which 


they are pleas'd to confine his Hiſtory. As to the 
A 2 Creation 
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Creation of the World, that, I think, ſtands upon 
better Grounds,” it being eaſy to prove, that it 
cou'd not have been from Eternity: and as to the 
Moſaical account,” he that takes a view of an Hy- 
potheſis, can hardly believe '( but only we are told 
_# that the one was made for the ſake 'of the 
other. He that reads the firſt Chapter of Genes, 
will find little Scope of exerciſing his Wit upon a 
Subje&t,' that is only a bare Hiſtorical Narration. 
We meet there with no Laws of Gravity, by 
which God atted: we have his Power only de- 
ſcrib'd by his Will, and his Wiſdom by his good 
Pleaſure. In the beginning God created the Heaven 
and the Earth, ms Let things be, is all along the 
Stile of this Sacred Writer. ie was God's Pleaſure 
the World ſhou'd be fix daies a making, and to 
give greater Inſtances of his Power in one da 
than another: and tho' this admirable Fabrick 1s 
contriv'd in the greateſt Harmony and Proportion, 
et God cannot be ſuppos'd to be confin'd to our 
aies and Methods of aCtting, and Conceptions 
of things ; and therefore we have no reaſon to 
exclude any Part of the Univerſe from the ſix daies 
Creation, whatever ſeeming Diſproportion may 
y_—_ to us in the Work. This I take to be an 
unhappy Miſtake, and goes more upon Mechani- 


cal Principles, than upon a juſt Senſe of an Al- 


mighty Power. If we will believe Moſes, we muſt 
believe the Account he gives; and it do's not be- 
come us to make any Alteration 1n it, tho” it ſhou'd 
ſuit never ſo we.l with our Schemes. When Texts 

are 


S\'MARYSChurchinCAMBRIDGE. F 


are forc'd off from their Natural and Obvious Senſe, 
' and from thoſe Interpretations, of which they have 
been ſo long in Poſſeſſion, this Conſideration alone 
is ,cenough to diſcover the Weakneſs of ſuch a 
Deſign. 


But Secondly, Beſides the ill Succeſs, ſuch Specu- 
lations do uſually meet with from Scripture, the 
Principles upon which they are founded are fo 
Precarious,. that they find but little better Encou- 
ragement. .There cannot be a plainer Inſtance of 
this, than the Claſhing of ſuch Authors in their 
Opinions. For one Hypotheſis is no ſooner out, 
but tis /ack'd up, like their Notions of the Planets, 
by a greater Force and Gravitation of another. 
We have ſeen a Des-Cartes run down, whoſe Re- 
putation is abſorb'd by the more prevailing Power 
of new Theorzes: tho' if we take a view of Them, 
we ſhall find-they have not had the Happineſs of 
giving any greater Satisfaction. The ſaying ſome- 
thing New and Surpriſing, makes ſuch Speculations 
at firſt to be in Vogue, and gives them a Reputati- 
on; but a little Time wears this off, and-then 
Men find they are juſt as Wiſe as they were before. 
There's no end of ſuch Philoſophical Solutions ; 
and indeed the Reaſon is, i there is no ſure 
treading at the Beginning ; the Natures of things 
being to us wholly unaccountable. Had God de- 
ſign'd us for ſo nice a Search into his World, he 
wou'd have == us other Senſes, and not ſuch as 


can skim only the Surface, but can go no dceper. 
A} There 
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There is one thing hath advanc'd the Reputation 
of firch Speculations, and that- is, the Mathema- 
tical Learning , with which they appear in the 
World. But notwithftanding this, it is not m the 
power of that Science, to give us any clearer ac- 
count of the Nature of Things: and how high ſo- 
ever we may imagine to Soar by the help of This, 
I doubt fuch things as theſe will ſtill be above us. 
We may Calculate,as long as we pleaſe, the Force 
and Powers of Bodies; but this will never make 
the Natures of them the more known, or Natural 
Philoſophy the leſs uncertain. And *tis obſerva- 
ble, that Des-Cartes, whoſe Principles are now 
out of Repute, was himfelf no mean Mathemati- 
—_ and "hn 9: of Ln Scienc BM are 
2 int tions why be- 
long unto it ;- yet that they are not ſo hp ork Ob. 
fervations upon Nature, their different Hypotheſes 
are ſo many- undeniable Inftances: which Thews, 
that tho' as Mathematicians, yet they have not 
hitherto as Natural Philoſophers. It may 
be demon prov'd, that the World was Cre- 
ated : but when _—_ about to Dive into the 
Manner of it, there indeed we are wholly at a loſs, 
and we ſhew more Vanity and Preſumption in our 
Reaſonings, than Truth and Solidity. A Man 
wou'd Smile at the Folly of him, that ſhou'd pre- 
tend to give an account of the curious Make of a 
Watch, when he hardly knows how to wind it 
4 and yet we are fo far from knowing how the 


orld was Created, that it is to be queſtion'd, 
whether 


Foo Ho 
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whether we underſtand the ' moſt ordinary Ap- 
ances 1n it; the Strufture of the leaft Inſe& 
ing able to Baffle the greateſt Philoſopher. *Tis 
the obſervation of a Noble Perſon ( and of one, 
who knew as much of Nature, as any whatever } 
that we are not ſo Competent Judges of Wiſdom, 
as we are of Juſtice Veracity ; for theſe laſt 
nam'd are to be eftumated by Eternal and Fixed 
Bounds or Rules, which are very intelligible to a 
Moderate Underſtanding : but as for Waidom, the 
more Profound it is, the leſs we are able to look 
thro' it and penetrating to the Bottom of it, to 
judge knowingly of it's Aftions. Thus far that 
great Man. And it wou'd become others to imi- 
tate him in his Modeſty, as well as an that diligeat 
Search, which he in Nature. Phi A 
as well as Religion, teacheth a Man to be humble 
and modeſt: he that makes This his ftudy, will 
find us greateft Diſcoveries to be thoſe of his 
wW and _——_— Such an Ignorance, as 
appears after a ftrict and rational Search into the 
Myftcries either of Nature or Revelation, is the 
truc Mother both of Devotion in Religion, and 
— Philoſophy; and we need not be a- 
fraid of being thought either Pap/ts in the one, 
or Ariftotelians mn the other. 


II. I comenow to the Second part, which I at firſt 
propos'd, wzz. to confider what Miſchief may be 
dane to Religion by ſuch Actempts. 


The 
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The Chriſtian Church hath had its Obſcure Age; 
in which Men believ'd almoſt every thing, and 
knew little or nothing: but now the Tide 1s turn'd, 
and the Stream runs as high for Knowledge and 
Reaſon, againſt Faith and Revelation. Men are 
turning Levellers ir Religion, as they were of old 
in Government; and nothing now mult paſs for 
an Article of their Faith, but what is of the ſame 
Height with their Reaſon. This is what the Lz- 
bertines of this Age ſtand upon : if you wou'd 
have them believe any thing; you muſt make the 
Manner of it intelligible. But *tis well worth a 


Man's while to conſider, whether ſuch Men ought 


to be gratify'd with Explications of Myſteries in 
Religion: this perhaps hath been done too much 
already; and theynot being able to Sound theſe 
Deep Things of God, and yet to pretend to it, 
hath given the Adverſaries of our Faith, too great 
occaſion for Triumph: and I am apt to beheve, it 
will be impoſlible to ſatisfy, either a Socinian by 
an explication of the Myſtery in the Trinity, or 
an Atheiſt by an Hypotheſis. For to keep to this 
of the Text: he that will not believe a God, from 
that Order and Regularity he ſees in the World, 
and from an Irreſiſtible Conviction of his own Be- 
:ing, that he muſt neceſſarily come to one that is E- 
ternal, will never be convinc'd by weaker Evidence, 
much leſs by Conjectures and bare Poſlibilities : 
and therefore, without any long DeduQtions, we 
may gather ,. that ſuch things as theſe portend no 
good to Religion; and that upon theſe followin 

accounts. ' Firſt, 
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Firſt, The Atheiſt ſets himſelf againſt God and 
Religion, and it will be no little SatisfaQtion to 
him, to have an Hypotheſis run down; and he will 
think the Story of Cadmrs reviv'd, when he ſees 
Syſtems of the World, and Explications of Faith 
riſing up, and fighting one another to death: and 
ſo from the Weakneſs of Men's Reaſon, and In- 
conſiderateneſs of ſuch Attempts, he will be apt 
to Triumph over the Cauſe of God and Religion. 
The Atheiſt may, if he pleaſe, have Demonſtra- 
tion for the Being of a God, and Creation of the 
World; and he has all the Moral Evidence. of the 
Moſaical Account, which 1s poſlible to be had. ar 
ſuch a diſtance: he that will not be fatisfy'd with 
Demonſtration in the one caſe, and with the high- 
eſt Probability in the other, will not be fatisty'd 
with light and Airy Notions. But he is willing, I 
believe, to drop fuch Arguments as theſe, which 
are too Hardy for him; and muſt, if he wou'd rea- 
ſon as impartially as ocher Men, be convinc'd by 
them. He finds now, we have a Weaker Side, 
and he's willing there to attack us; as having ei- 
ther more hopes of Victory, or at leaſt of being 
more Secure from the danger of Conviction. From 
this he may form a more Aur 7g Pretence: You 
tell me, ſays he, of the World's being Created, 
and you give me a fine ſtory and explication of it: 
pray firff, how come you to know this? and what 
T—_ have I to believe the Wonders of Your 
Comet, more than of any other Romance ? and 


ſecondly, how comes it that you cannot agree a- 
B mong 


RE Ic os athens. 
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mong your ſelves? do you think to convince me 
This Way, who am fo hardy , as to ſtand out a- 
gainſt what all the reſt of the World call a De- 
monſtration? Theſe and the like, however Fooliſh 
they may be, are the Natural Conſequences, that 
ſuch Men draw from an Hypotheſis ; and how- 
ever good and pious the-Intention is, yet I crave 
leave to ſay, it do's not anſwer the Deſign. One 
weak Argument do's a cauſe more hurt, than 
Twenty ſtronger can do it good: as the vicious 
Life of one Man brings a Scandal upon the whole 
Body : not that there is the leaſt Ground at all 
for this; but we find, the World is govern'd by 
Examples more than Reaſon, and judgeth more 
by Appearance, than Truth. 


Secondly, Ler us come down a ftep lower, and 
we meet with Deifſm: the Men of chis rank pre- 
tend to believe aGod, and Natural Religion, ſuch 
as _—_ pleas'd to make it, but deny Revela- 
tion ; us then try, of what ſervice an Hypo- 
theſis may be, in order to convmce them of the 
Truth and Certainty of it. The great Deſtgn of 
theſe Men 1s to give a Rational Account of the 
Moſaical Creation ; and where the Sacred Wri- 
ter 1s either filent, or goes off from Mecham- 
cal Rules , , there the Philoſopher ſteps in, to 
help him out in the matter; and rather than 
Mechaniſm maſt be broke, the Sacred Text muſt 
be rack'd mto Confeſſion of it. Dates muft be 
taken for Yearsz and as if this was but juſt 


enough 
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enough for the Formation of the Earth with 
it's Appurtenances, the reſt of the Univerſe muſt 
be excepted out of the Account. Philoſophy 
it ſeems 1s proud, and can't Bend; but Seriptare 
muſt, tho* it Breaks. Do Men think thus to 
promote the Cauſe of God and Religion ? Is 
this to defend the Perſpicuity and Light of the 
Scriptures? Can we think this' will make the . 
Dezft m love with Scripture, when we treat of 
it fo boldly and irreverently our felves ? Are 
Men to meaſure the true Meaning of Texts on- 
ly by the Skill they pretend to have in Pht- 
loſophy? We are indeed commanded to try all 
our Do&trines by Scripture; but I never heard 
before, that the true , 7 ark Fas of Scripture was 
to be try'd by an Hypotheſis: and I am. apt to 
believe, if St. Paul was now alive, he wou'd tell 
ns, that this falls under that fort of Philoſophy, 
which he bids us take heed of. Deiſm makes 
but too great an Appearance in the World, 
both for Number and Quality; if it ow'd not 
its Riſe at firſt to thoſe 7 eh Abuſes, 
which have been put upon Ser;prare, yet 1t 1s 
certainly fed and nouriſht by them : and if fo, 
the blame ought ta lie upon Thoſe, that ſtarr 
ſuch bold Conjequres; and when it ſhall pleaſe 
God to give them a ſenſe of their Errours, 
they ought to ballance the ill they have done, 
by retradting them as openly, as they have 
ubliſh'd them to the World. Whatever E- 
an ſome Men have for the Holy Scriprares, 
B 2 'tis 
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'tis to: be wiſht, they wou'd ſhew as great a 
Love for Them, as they do for their own No- 
tions ; that they wou'd bend their Hypotheſes to 
the Scriptures, and not the Scriptures to their 
Hypotheſes ; and that they wou'd ſee firſt what 
account God gives of his World, before they 
think upon one of their own. 


Thirdly, This looſe-way of interpreting Scrz- 
pture to ſerve an Hypotheſis, gives too great a 
Colour for the Socinian Interpretation of it. We 
ſee what Some have made of the Firſt Chapter of 
St. Fohn; and we ſee what Some have made of 
the Firſt Chapter of Geneſis: if we enquire into the 
Reaſons of both, we ſhall find, they are too near 
ally'd ; for the one can't conceive, how our Sa- 
viour can be God ; nor the other, how God's 
Wiſdom can be juſtify'd, without ſuch an In- 
terpretation. I am far from running the Paral- 
lel all along between them; yet they both ſeem 
to agree in their bold Searches of things above 
their Reaſon: and when they meet with a place 
of Scripture for their Purpoſe, they treat it with 
much the ſame Modeſty and Ingenuity , by mak- 
ing it ſpeak whatſoever they pleaſe. But how- 
ever this may be, we may well ſuppoſe ſuch 
looſe Interpretations as theſe keep the Socimz- 
ans in Countenance, and give them that ve 
Advantage againſt us, which we. have again 
them, viz. by ſhewing- how plainly the Do- 
drine of the Trinity 1s deliver'd in Scripture; and 

that 
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that - we are not put to thoſe Sorry Shifts and 
far fetcht Interpretations, to which their Cauſe 
is expos'd. This is a plain and manifeſt Advan- 
tage we have over them : and how far ſome 
Mens indulging themſelves in ſuch a Liberty to 
ſerve an Hpotheſs » has expos'd the Dodttrine 
of the Trinity, by giving its Adverſaries an oc- 
caſion of returning our own Complaint againſt 
them, upon our ſelves, I ſhall leave others to 


judge. 


Fourthly, ſach raſh —_— may have. a dan- 
gerous Influence even upon Pious and well mean- 
ing Chriſtians. They _ imagin, that the Cer- 
tainty of an Article of Religion depends upon 
the Strength of an Hypotheſis ; and when this 
falls, they may begin to doubt of that Truth, 
which it was ſet up to defend. Every Man has 
not either the Parts, or Education, or Oppor- 
tunity of making a' through ſearch into Contro- 
verſies about Religion : and as he muſt truſt 
others for the truth of a matter of Fa&@, that he 
can't go to ſee himſelf; ſo he muſt to the Skill 
and Ingenuity of another for the Proof of that 
in Dzivzmity, which he either wants Parts or Op- 
portunity himſelf to defend. Men therefore that 
put out any thing in defence of Religion, ought 
to be very ſure of their Hand; for ſhou'd the 
miſcarry, even pious and good Chriſtians will be 
too apt to impute the weakneſs of the Perſon, 
to the weakneſs of the Cauſe; and fo inſtead of 
B 3 being 
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being defended, Religion ſuffers from ſuch Mens 
Raſhneſs and Indiſcretion. The only good uſe 
can be made of an Hypotheſis, IT think, is to let 
us ſee our own Ignorance; that after the ut- 
moſt Application and Search into the Nature 
of things, we miſerably Grope in the Dark; and 
that whatever pretences we make to this fort of 
Knowledge, we ſhew only the Vanity and Af- 
fetation of it. This is what appears to a Con- 
ſidering Man at firſt view ; but every one is 
not 1 to make a your uſe of it, and to take 
things by the right Handle: and therefore from 
theſe and the like Conſiderations we may modeſt- 
ly conclude at leaft, that fuch Attempts do no 


good to Religion. 


IT. I come now to the Third part, viz. to con- 
ſider the uſual Plea that is made for ſuch At- 
tempts. We live, fay they, in an Inquilitive 
Thinking Age z and what paſs'd for Reaſon in 
former times , . will not do ſo now. Men are 
not to be put off with Myſteries, and other 
things, that can't be explain'd; you muſt break 
the Shell, or elſe they'l believe, there's nothing 
in it : the Vulgar Expoſition, we are told , 1s 
le& Rational: there muſt be a conſideration had 
of Natuge, Reaſon , Philoſophy, and: juſt Deco- 
rum. in the ſeveral Parts of it. This 1s the ſum 
of their Plea, and upon which I ſhall make theſe 


following Obſervations. 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, What, I wonder, has Nature and Philo- 
ſophy to be concern'd in the caſe ? is not this 
the Work of an Almighty Being? have we any 
other Account of the Time, the World was Crea- 
ted in, than from Scripture ? and cou'd not we 
have belicy'd this to have been done in an In- 
ſtant, if it had been ſo reveal'd ? 1s there any other 
reaſon to be aflign'd for the Creation of the 
World in ſix daies, than the Pleaſure of it's Al- 
mighty Author? Surely we are not arriv'd to that 
Height, as to meaſure the Power and Wiſdom of 
God, by that Scantling of them we cerve 1n 
our ſelves. What if the Creation of the Earth 
had took up five of the ſix dates, and all the 
reſt of the World but one? 1s this any Blemiſh 
upon God's Wiſdom? If this be fo, we may as 
well charge his Goodneſs, for not Creating the 
World before he did it; there being no other 
reaſon, as far as I can conceive, cither why he 
did it not ſooner, or why he was fix dates a do- 
ing it, or why more was done in one Day than 
another, 'than the Free Will and Good ſure 
of this Almighty Being. He that ar from 
his own, to the manner of God's atting, do's 
not ſcem to _ as becomes a C e: to 
fay, God has done a thing ſuch a wayh there- 
fore *tis done with great Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, is indeed a fall and a Chriftian way of 
arguing; but to argue backwards, and to ſay, 
Such a way is Wiſe and Good, therefore God 
has done it this way, ſmells roo much of Vanity 
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and Preſumption; and inſtead of God, it looks 
like proudly ſetting our Selves at the "Top of all 
things. And therefore, as we live in an Inquz- 
ſitrve, ſo, I hope, we live in a Cn_ Age, 
that will no more part with their Faith than 
their Senſes: and as this Church has aſſerted the 
latter againſt 7 apery and Superſtition ; ſo, I don't 
doubt, 1t will aflert the former againſt Atheiſm and 
Deiſm. We don't think we have any more oc- 
caſfion to part with our Faith, in thoſe things 
which are above, than to part with our Rea- 
ſon, in thoſe things which are within our Com- 
prehenſien : and therefore let the Men of this 
Age be as Inquiſitive as they pleaſe, yer we 
don't pretend to give a Solution of what can- 
not be given, or to gratify the Weakneſs of 
Their Faith, at the Expence and Hazard of our 
Own. 


For, Secondly, *tis evident , that no Hypo- 
theſis has or can give us any reaſonable Satiſ- 
faction about the firſt Formation of Things; 
and perhaps the Authors themſelves are in their 
private Thoughts of the ſame Opinion : now 
to pretend to give an Account of what can't 
be done, is to expoſe Religion, inſtead of de- 
fending it. To ſay, that this 1s an Inquiſitive 
Ages and that Men will have an Explication 
of God's Power, and manner of Creating the 
World, is no ſufficient Plea, and, with ſub. 
miſſion , ought to be overrul'd :* for if Men 

will 
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will not be fatisfy'd with ſuch reaſons as can 
be | mg they ought not to. be gratify'd with 
thoſe , which only expoſe a} Cauſe. A De- 
monſtration is never the worſe. for it's not be- 
ing underſtood; nor a Reaſon the weaker, .be- 
cauſe ſome Men's Intereſts and Luſts will not 
let them be convinc'd by it : but when we 
drop the beſt Methods of Conviction, and go 
upon Conjettures and Fancies of our own, 
whatever Reputation we may get in the World 
our felves, we do no real ſervice to Re- 
Lgion. 


Thirdly, He that wou'd defend Religion like. 

a wiſe and good Chriſtian, muſt not en- 
deavour to raiſe it at one place, by de- 
pry it at another. The Hypotheſes and 
yſtems of this Age ſeem to have gone 
off from this Rule; and their Authors, at 
the ſſame time they have endeavour'd to 
we a clearer Revelation of God's Wiſdom 

rom Nature, have drawn the Veil over it 
in Scripture : and therefore it can be no 
Plea for them, that go this way to work. If 
they think go do any good by ſuch a Me- 
thod, they are under a great miſtake ; for 
Religion had better be without it. We ſee e- 
very day what bold Attempts are made upon 
Revelation ; and ſome Criticks, to raiſe their 
own, have expos'd the Reputation of the Scr:- 
pture ; 1o that there 1s LN of all the Cau- 
tions 
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tion, how we treat theſe Sacred Books: and a' 

wiſe Chriſtian will not ſo much as publiſh one 

Thought to the World, that gives the leaſt oc- 

_— of Weakning this grand Pillar of his 
aith. 


- 


Fourthly, Whatever Explications Men require 
in Religion, and how hard ſoever' they are 0- 
therwiſe to believe; yet this Vanity and Pre- 
ſumption ſhew'd it's ſelf in moſt Ages of the 
Church'; and we have plain Prints of it from 
Scripture, even in the Apoſtles times. There 1s 
ſo remarkable a paſſage of this in St. Paul's 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corrmihians, Chapter the 15. 
about the Reſurrettion ; that I can't forbear 
taking Notice of it." Some of theſe: Cormmhs- 
ans, no doubt, pretended to be uu Virtuoſo's, 
and wou'd have had the Apoſtle given a Phi- 
loſophical Account of the DoQrine he Preach'd 
as may appear: from the twelfth verſe, How fay 
you, that there us wo rTeſurrettion 
of the dead ? This cou'd proceed from nothing 
elfe , but the Difficulcy they conceiv'd to be 
in it: what way then do's the Apoſtle take 
with theſe Men ? Why he es the Certain- 
ry of our own, from that of our Saviour's Re- 
urrc&twn, for the truth of which he produc'd 
a Cloud of Witneffes. This did not fem ro 
give them fatisfaftion; bur they boggl'd ſill at 
the Nature and Dithculty of the thing, as may 
farther appear from that -queſtiva > which ar 
the thirty fifth verſe, he makes one of them to 

put: 
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put : But ſome will ſay',s How are the dead 
rais'd up ? and with what body. do they come ? 
To which St. Paul anſwers with a juſt reproof of 
cheir Infidelity, verſe the thirty fixth, Thou fool, 
that which thou ſoweſt 1s not quickned,. except 
i die; and ſo go's on to give them a general 
Idea of God's Power by this Sumihtude : but 
he do's not. enter at all into- the. Manner . of the 
thing; nor takes the leaſt notice. of thoſe Ob- 
jections, which no doubt were moſt of them 
known to that Age, and which the I»fidels of 
our Times make ſo much Nowe and Duſt a- 
bout. This, tho' not immediately: belonging to... 
the Text, - is undoubtedly a = el Caſe: from 
which we may draw this Inference, that if an 
inſpir'd Apoſtle did not think fit. to. unravel 
the Nature of ſuch Myſteries, or explain the 
manner of God's Wiſdom and Power; it leſs 
becomes Us to do it, who cannot pretend to 
ſo great and extraordinary Qualifications. The 
manner of the Creation of the World, 1 
take to be as much a matter of Faith , as 
the manner of the Reſurrechon ; and indeed 
if theſe two with the Trimity- are not fo, it 
will be difhcult to ſhew, that there is any 
ſuch thing in Jcripture : ſo that from: the 
Authority of St. Paul in this parallel In- 
ſtance, and from other places, which may be 
produc'd, we may fairly conclude, that Seri- 
prure gives not the- leaſt Encouragement to 


ſuch ' Attempts z much leſs, when Men will 
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Syſtems againſt. the common and receiv'd Inter- 
pretations of it. 


IV. I ſhall make ſome ſhort Refleftions upon 
the whole, and ſo conclude. 


Firſt, It ſeems ſtrange at firſt view to con- 


ſider, . what ſhou'd put Men upon fo difficult 


a Task. Do's not the leaſt thing in the World 
uzzle us? and 1s it not God that made the 
orld ? and are not His Waies paſt finding 
-out ? How freely do we confeſs our Ignorance 
-in ſmaller matters : and ſurcly it becomes our 
_——_—_— as much, to do it in ſo great an In- 
ſtance of infinite Wiſdom, as the Creation of 
the World. If we underſtood the Nature of 


any thing, one wou'd think, it ſhou'd be that 


of our ſelves; here ſurely, if any where, we 
mag perceive the manner of God's Wiſdom 
and Power : and yet we are not conſcious of 
any one thing we do, how we do it; we are 
as .much at a loſs to tell how we See, and 
Hear, as we are ſure we have thoſe very Sen- 
ſes. We find Something within us, that thinks, 
and refle&s upon its own ACtions: and yet this 
: very Being, tho' ſenſibly preſent in the body, 
can neither tell how it aCfts .upon it, nor in- 
deed account for the manner of its own Ope- 
rations. "The only thing which we know moſt, 
1s what we coutiler leaſt, and that 1s our Ig- 


norance; this we may learn every where, 'from 
the 


_\ 
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the Book of Nature, and from that of Reye- 
lation : and the Vanity of- graſping at what in 
both of them is incomprehenſible , has expos'd 
Philoſophy as well as Religion ; and *tis well 
if it -has not made the Philoſopher ſometimes 
drop the Dzivine. Whatever extraordinary Parts 
ſome Men have, and whatever Improvements 
they may have made in thoſe Sciences, that tend 
to farther diſcoveries in Nature; I can hard- 
ly believe, that ever the Reaſonableneſs of the 
chin » or real Hopes of ſucceſs cou'd put them 
at firſt upon ſuch a deſign : and if we con- 
ſider, what 1s too commonly our Weak Side, 
we may be able perhaps to aflign another rea- 
ſon for 1t. 


Secondly, Theſe Men in their proceedings with 
the Atheiſt, are forc'd to Suppoſe the very thing 
in queſtion, viz. the being of a God, who Cre- 
ated Matter out of Nothing: ſo that no Theory 
which lay's this down as a Principle, can give 
the Arhez/# fatisfattion. Convince him firſt of 
the Exiſtence of a God, and he can as eaſfll 
believe that God cou'd have made the World, 
without any explication of the Manner of it, 
as that He created Matter out of Nothing. 
And the caſe wou'd be much the ſame, ſhou'd 
we ſuppoſe it of a Dei : For that Ar nt 
which diſproves the Eternity of the orld , 
undeniably proves a Creation of it : and there- 
fore convince him but of the one, and he'll 
C 3 want 
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want the help. of no Theory to make- him believe 
the other. 


Thirdly , Such a deſign is inconſiſtent with the 
End and Meaning of the Text: Fob inſiſted at 
leaſt ſo far upon his own Innocence, as to con- 
clude he had not defery'd fo 'great a Punith- 
ment, beyond the reſt of Mankind ; and there- 
fore, tho' he wou'd not call Divine Juſtice into 
queſtion, yet he defir'd a clearer Explication of 
It, as of that which he did not underſtand: to. 
whom the Lord anſwered, verſe the: ſecond, Who 
is this that darkneth Counſel by words without 
knowledge ? and in the Text, Where waft thou, 
when IT lay'd the foundations of the Earth? that 


15, My proceedings with you, 1s not the only. 


thing above your Reach : no, view this great 
Fabrick of the World, and ſee if you' can tell 
me, how I made it at firſt? If you can't, ſure 
you haye no Reaſon to inquire, by what Me- 
thods. I govern my Creatures in it. So that if 
there is any Force in this Argument ( and ſure 
there is, for *tis God's own reaſoning ) this 
inly diſcovers the Vanity of ſuch an Attempr. 
"he Linance of God's creating the World is not 
compar'd with the general and ordinary, but with 
the particular and extraordinary Method of God's 
Providence, as is plain in the caſe of Fob: and 
therefore if the Difficulties be inſuperable on the 
one ſide, they muſt ( if there is any force in the 
Argument ) be ſo on the other. | 


Fourthly 
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Fourthly and laſtly, Tho' a good uſe may be 
made of Philoſophy in Religion, yet *tis not Cafe, 
nor Prudent to venture it much upon that Bot- 
tom. . For the Solutions of things m Nature, are 
different in one. Age, from what they were. in 
another, and will, I fear, be ſo,:as long as the 
World laſts; there being no reaſon, either from 
the Succeſs of 'others, or conſideration of our own 
Capacities, to expet& it ſhou'd be otherwiſe: and. 
therefore this can be of little force mn the feale 
for Religion, which ought to turn-upon it's own 
Weight of fixt and immutable Arguments. As 
Men's Bodies continue the ſame, tho' the Mode 
for Apparel alters daily ; ſo ſhou'd Religion do, 
however agreeable 'tis made by. Philoſophy : and 
we are not to alter the Senſe of Scripture, as often 
as 'New Reaſons are found out in Nature, if 
we wou'd not be thought to bring down Scri- 
pn to the ſame Uncertainty: for however Phi- 
oſophy may get over it, Religion will have 
a harder Task to wipe off ſuch an Imputati- 
on. We have not that concern for Philoſophy, 
as Religion: . we may get Reputation from the 
one, but our Happineſs muſt come from the 
other : and they who go about to force the 
obvious Senſe of Scripture for the ſake of an 
Hypotheſis, do in effect caſt a Refle&ion upon 
the Sprit that indited it 3 and have ſomething 


more to anſwer for, beſides the Vanity of the 
Attempr. 


To 
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”To conclude. He: that takes a view*of the. 
World , will find all things calculated for” his 
Admiration, but little or nothing for his Com- 
prehenſion : and he that looks into Scripture, 
will ſee God's Wiſdom, and his own Ignorance, - 
every where writ in «great CharaQters.. I ſhall 
end all with that of the P/almi/t, Pal. 104. ver. 
24. O Lord, how _ are thy Works' in 
Wiſdom haſt thou made them all: the Earth is full 
of thy Riches. | 


is 


THE END. 
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